
AP 12 Summer Reading Assignment 

COURSE:  Grade 12 Advanced Placement – Literature and Composition. 

TEXTS:    

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte.   

(This is one of the most frequently cited texts on the AP Literature exam.) 

ASSIGNMENTS:   

1. Students will complete 20 dialectical journal entries.  (See below for the format of these journals.) 

 

2. Students will complete AP style essay on Wuthering Heights answering the following question based 

on the 2019 AP question 2 prompt: 

Carefully examine the novel Wuthering Height by Emily Bronte.  Then, in a well-constructed essay, analyze 

how the author portrays the complex relationship between Heathcliff and Catherine, within their family and 

society.  You may want to consider such literary elements as style, tone and selection of detail. 

 

DUE DATES:   

Wuthering Heights essay is due by September 8/9. 

The dialectical journals are due on September 8/9. 

QUESTIONS: 

If you have any questions regarding this assignment or the class, please email us (Mr. Thompson and 

Mrs. Avgerinos) at vthompson@bcps.org or pavgerinos@bcps.org.  Please do not wait until the week 

before school for your questions.  Our turnaround time on responses will not be immediate.   

RESOURCES: 

A model entry has been provided on the next page. Please complete all entries according to the 

format provided in the model.  

 

All dialectical journal entries should be completed according to the format below: 

Direct quote with page # Context or significance of the quote Literary analysis of the quote 
“A stain in the darkness, a stain 

that was Jack, detached itself and 

began to draw away. ‘All right. 

So long.’ The stain vanished. 

Another took its place.” (Golding, 

121) 

When the narrator mentions “a stain in the 

darkness” it makes me think that some of the 

boys, especially Ralph, see Jack as evil. Jack 

being described as a “stain” on the island, I 

completely understand, but who or what is the 

other stain? The entire next paragraph is about 

Roger. Is Roger a stain too? 
 

 

 

 

This metaphor compares Jack to a stain, to 

something that mars, contaminates, and 

spoils. Jack’s influence has clearly stained 

any semblance of innocence and order on 

the island. Biblical allusions are also 

prevalent in Lord of the Flies and this 

makes me think the reference to darkness 

also shows that Jack represents sin and the 

dark side of human nature.  
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*A dialectical journal is a conversation between you and what you are reading. It highlights the questions, 

connections, and ideas that you have as you read.  

 

*This process is an important way to understand a piece of literature. By writing about literature, you make your 

own meaning of the work in order to truly understand it. 

 

 *Your entries will be graded according to the rubric below: 

Dialectical Journal Rubric 

Category A:  Critical Reader 
(90-100) 

B: Connected Reader  
(89-80) 

C:  Thoughtful Reader  
(79-70) 

D:  Literal Reader  
(69-60) 

Interpretation Student constructs a 
thoughtful, detailed, and 
believable interpretation of 
the text. 

Student constructs a 
thoughtful, believable 
interpretation of the text. 

Student constructs a 
believable interpretation, but 
may have some paraphrase. 

Student mainly 
paraphrases passages and 
does very little actual 
interpretation. 

Details and 
Themes 

Student thinks about the 
meaning of the text in terms 
of a larger or universal 
significance or the 
importance to the work as a 
whole. 

Student thinks about the 
meaning of the text in 
larger terms. 

Student thinks about the 
meaning of the text, but does 
not make many connections 
to bigger ideas. 

Student rarely thinks 
about the meaning of the 
text. 

Identification Student always chooses 
important passages and 
correctly identifies literary 
devices and elements. 

Student chooses 
important passages and 
addressed the literary 
devices and elements 
often. 

Student has trouble 
identifying important 
passages and may not address 
the literary devices and 
elements. 

Student rarely identifies 
important passages and 
ignores literary devices 
and elements. 

Evidence Student answers important 
questions relating to the 
literary devices and elements 
s and attempts to make sense 
of text complexities using 
evidence to support 
opinions. 

Student answers 
important questions and 
makes sense of the text 
using evidence to support 
opinions. 

Studens answers questions 
and attempts to make sense of 
the text. 

Student asks many 
questions, but does not 
offer answers. Student 
rarely attempts to make 
sense of the text. 

Completion Student’s journals are 
complete, neatly written, and 
cover the entire reading 
assignment. 

Student’s journals are 
complete and cover the 
entire reading assignment. 

Student’s journals are 
complete, but may skip large 
portions of the reading 
assignment. 

Student’s journals are 
incomplete. 

 

Format of Dialectical Journal 

# quote QUOTE Pg # Context or significance of 

the quote 

Literary analysis of 

the quote 

1     

2     

3     

etc     

 

 



 

There will be a graded, in-class quiz on the text. 


